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SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 

1. DEPARTMENT NOTIFIED GOP ON AUGUST 10 THAT CONSUL- 
TATIONS WITHIN THE US GOVERNMENT HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND 
THAT THE US NEGOTIATING TEAM HEADED BY AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE 
BUNKER PREPARED TO RETURN TO PANAMA IN EARLY SEPTEMBER 

TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS. GOP WELCOMED THE NEWS AND 
AGREED TO EARLY SEPTEMBER FOR THE NEXT NEGOTIATING ROUND. 
THE INFORMATION WAS IMMEDIATELY MADE PUBLIC AND RECEIVED 
WIDE COVERAGE IN THE PANAMANIAN PRESS. 

2. ON AN IF ASKED BASIS, DEPARTMENT IS CONFIRMING THAT A 
NEW ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER AND 
THAT THIS IS THE RESULT OF RECENT CONSULTATIONS AMONG 
INTERESTED AGENCIES IN WASHINGTON. SHOULD THERE BE ANY 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE SNYDER AMENDMENT. THE DEPARTMENT 
WILL MERELY NOTE THAT THE AMENDMENT HAS NOT BEEN 
ENACTED AND THAT NEGOTIATIONS ARE PROCEEDING. POSTS 
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